TO JOHN STERLING                       n

admirable country attorney. Now a man who could have 1831
been either Wordsworth or a country attorney could cer-
tainly have been anything else which circumstances had
led him to desire to be. The next thing that struck me
was the extreme comprehensiveness and philosophic spirit
which is in him. By these expressions I mean the direct
antithesis of what the Germans most expressively call one-
sidedness. Wordsworth seems always to know the pros
and the cons of every question; and when you think he
strikes the balance wrong it is only because you think he
estimates erroneously some matter of fact. Hence all my
differences with him, or with any other philosophic Tory,
would be differences of matter-of-fact or detail, while my
differences with the Radicals and Utilitarians are differ-
ences of principle ; for these see generally only one side of
the subject, and in order to convince them you must put
some entirely new idea into their heads, whereas Words-
worth has all the ideas there already, and you have only to
discuss with him the "how much," the more or less of
weight which is to be attached to a certain cause or effect
as compared with others: thus the difference with him
turns upon a question of varying or fluctuating quantities,
where what is plus in one age or country is minus in
another, and the whole question is one of observation
and testimony, and of the value of particular articles of
evidence. I need hardly say to you that if one's own
conclusions and his were at variance on every question
which a minister or a Parliament could to-morrow be
called upon to solve, his is nevertheless the mind with
which one would be really in communion; our principles
would be the same, and we should be like two travellers
pursuing the same course on the opposite banks of a river.
Then when you get Wordsworth on the subjects which
are peculiarly his, such as the theory of his own art, if
it be proper to call poetry an art (that is, if art is to be
defined as the expression or embodying in words or forms
of the highest and most refined parts of nature), no one
can converse with him without feeling that he has ad-
vanced that great subject beyond any other man, beingn on states of society and forms of government. Those
